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1920 – 1929 

Introduction 

Nationally, Scouting continued to evolve as a movement. Training of volunteer leaders 

had always been an issue, and the National Council continued to develop training 

material for adult leaders. Locally, leaders formed training sessions and monthly 

meetings to share ideas. 

 

Boys would continue to go on camping trips and provide service through community 

good turns and service projects. The summer camp site varied every few years until the 

council obtained a permanent camp.  

 

Unlike many councils, Scouts in the Dubuque council would come to enjoy strong 

support by wives, moms, and sisters who were eager to support the Boy Scouts.  

 

The Council endured financial hardships for much of the decade. Active participation and 

support of a community chest finally helped Boy Scout leadership to resolve some of the 

fiscal challenges that would plague the council.  

 

Nation-wide organizational developments prompted the Dubuque council to serve not 

just boys from a single city, but rather to become an area council that served youth in 

several counties.  
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Training the Leaders 

Training of new and existing leaders was a constant challenge. Training opportunities 

were few. Printed training materials were mostly limited to the Boy Scout Handbook and 

the Handbook for Scoutmasters.  

 

In March 1920, a Scoutmasters Association had been formed. Officers elected for this 

new group were Rev. John Theobold, president; B. A. Reugnitz, vice-president; Clarence 

Walz, scribe. Soon after elections, the group held a Scoutmasters Training Course. Scout 

Executive Gunn served as Scoutmaster. Participants took turns acting as Assistant 

Scoutmaster and Patrol Leader.  

 

At the end of the second year, the Scoutmasters Association had 32 members. Their 

primary activities were monthly meetings which included a meal and a discussion of how 

to deal with problems that individual leaders may have experienced with their troop. This 

group was active at least until 1925.  
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 Figure. 1922 Training certificate for William Courtade 
 

Training of existing leaders was not the only training issue that Gunn addressed during 

his tenure as Scout Executive. With the stated intent of training boys to become future 

Assistant Scoutmasters, Gunn organized Troop 21, known as “the headquarters troop” in 

December of 1920. The chartering organization for this troop was the Junior Chamber of 
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Commerce. Membership for this troop was limited to Scouts between the ages of 16 and 

21.  

 

The troop didn’t lack for adult leadership. Scout Executive Walter Gunn served as 

Scoutmaster. Council Commissioner Allan Kane was a member of the troop committee. 

Scouts could sign up for this “headquarters troop” at the Scout Office. The twice-weekly 

meetings were held at the Chamber of Commerce building. The following activities, 

included as part of the initial plans, were appealing enough to attract 18 boys: wrestling 

and boxing matches, Scout activities, parties, and dances.  

 

 
Figure. Scout Executives from 16 states were represented at a training school 

held in Iowa City during 1923.Chief Scout Executive James E. West is in the dark 

suite, front row.  

Rank Advancement and Dubuque’s First Eagle Scout  

The Thursday, April 22, 1920 Court of Honor was a special one in many ways. As usual, 

the court of awards ceremony was held at the Court House. Judge D. E. Maguire presided 

over the merit badge examinations and the award ceremony. 

 

Lynn Osborn of Troop 5, Arthur Francis of Troop 4, and Earl Falk of Troop 12 

successfully completed merit badges examinations. All three would be among the 

council’s first Eagle Scouts. A highlight of this Court of Honor was the presentation of 

the first Eagle Scout badge earned in the Dubuque Council. Judge D. E. Maguire awarded 

the badge to Scout Executive Walter Gunn.  
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Figure. Acknowledgement of Scout Executive Walter Gunn's Eagle Scout 

presentation. None of the Dubuque Council's first five Eagle Scouts received even 

the headline in the Telegraph Herald article when they are first mentioned.  
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Figure. Osborn and Francis would earn their Eagle Scout rank on the same day—
just hours before leaving for the first World Jamboree.  

 

Earl Falk was the fourth person to earn the Eagle Scout rank in the Dubuque Council, 

also earning this rank in 1920. 

 

  
Figure. Original Eagle Scout patch 
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It wouldn't be until 1926 until another Eagle badge was awarded. The recipient was  

Edward H. Wurst from Troop 6. One month after Wurst earned his Eagle badge, Dave 

Hartig would become the Council's 6th Eagle Scout, and the first to earn the rank while 

he was younger than age 18.  

 

For many decades, Scouts were not allowed to work on merit badges until they had 

earned the First Class rank. The quantity of merit badges required for the Eagle rank has 

remained consistently around 21. Approximately half of the merit badges have been 

required badges, although which ones were required has changed. Requirements for 

certain merit badges have also changed. Camping, a required merit badges for the first 

several decades, required 50 nights of camping. It wasn't until 1965 that earning rank 

advancement such as the Eagle rank was restricted to youth.  

 

The Dubuque Council's annual report for 1921 indicated that 55 boys earned the 

Tenderfoot rank, 31 earned Second Class, and the First Class rank was awarded to five 

boys. Five boys earned a total of 17 merit badges during the year. During Walter Gunn's 

tenure as Scout Executive, he acted as a kind of "hands on" leader for the council. He 

would attend troop events, weekend outings, hikes, and so forth while the Scoutmaster 

observed. E.B. Moore noted that he benefited from receiving the first handbook for Scout 

Executives  from the National Office soon after arriving in Dubuque. The handbook  

defined expectations of a Scout Executive. He saw his role as not to assume the duties of 

the Scoutmaster, but rather to recruit and support the Scoutmaster.  

 

With the new approach for the Scout Executive, advancement figures increased 

significantly after the first year of Scout Executive Moore's tenure. Advancement figures 

for 1922 reflected 94 new Tenderfoot Scouts, 27 Scouts earned Second Class, 4 earned 

First Class rank, one earned the Life rank, and one earned the Star rank. A total of 37 

merit badges were awarded to 13 different Scouts during the year. Personal Health was 

the most popularly-earned badge, and 4 Scouts earned it during the year.  

 

Becoming the first Eagle Scout in a city was a noteworthy accomplishment, even for 

older youth. Infrastructure such as an appropriate Board of Review committee had to 

supplement the Scouts own initiative to not only earn the merit badges, but also to locate 

someone that was knowledgeable and willing to serve as a merit badge counselor.   

 

It would be several years in some towns before an individual would be the first in his 

town to earn the Eagle Scout rank. The following list is not comprehensive. It does 

identify individuals from Iowa who, prior to 1930, were the first in his town to earn the 

Eagle Scout rank. 

 

Scout City Date 

Charles M. Leonnard  Ottumwa  February 1920 

Walter Gunn Dubuque April 1920 

Robert Frantz Burlington May 1921 

Robert Mayer Waterloo July 1921 

Marshall Kay, 

Arnold Wilbur, 

Iowa City October 1921 



 

Paul Lewis Page 8 1/7/2016 

 

John McClintock, and 
Robert Birchard 

Henry Teele Albia March 1922 

Edwin Fleener  Oskaloosa January 1922 

Leo Jacobs Des Moines March 1922 

Floyd Williams   Ames March 1922 

Leo B. Allen Centerville June 1922 

AllenW. Darkin Mason City August 1922 

Harold J. Lee Radcliffe March 1923 

Arthur Raymond  Fairfield May 1924 

Gerald Paton Chariton December 1924 

Holgar Clausen Cedar Rapids February 1925 

Bertam C. Draper   Marshalltown May 1925 

George French  Davenport June, 1925 

Ralph Emmer and  

Ralph Moeller 

Cedar Falls June 1925 reference 

Vernon Wolford Zearing August 1925 

Robert Gunn Boone August 1925 

Orville Lownsberry LeMars December 1926 

Eugene Hart  Madrid January 1927 

Earl Vincent  Newton June 1927 

Theron Ashby  Oelwein June 1927 

Harold Barber  Nevada August 1927 

Clarence Powell Jr.  Albia September 1927 

James Newsome  Indianola October 1927 

Wiley Arnold Grinnell November 1927 

 

Getting the Word Out 

In May of 1920, Scout Al Kirk suggested the idea of having a weekly section in the 

Telegraph Herald dedicated to reporting Scouting news. Kirk not only made this happen, 

but beginning on May 9, 1920, he dedicated three years to successfully improve 

communications by serving as the editor of the Boy Scout's Section of the Telegraph 

Herald newspaper. Council-wide news, as well as news from each troop was reported. 

Philip Jones accepted the role of volunteer editor after Al resigned on May 20, 1923.  

 

This was an early contribution to what would be a life-long commitment to Scouting for 

Al (who would later go by A. A. Kirk). Kirk left Dubuque for Chicago where he began a 

40-year career in professional Scouting. Al was a 1929 Vigil Honor member of Awasippe 

lodge #7 of the Order of the Arrow. Kirk would lead a contingent of Scouts in 1950 to 

Rome where they would meet Pope Pius VII. Kirk retired from professional Scouting in 

1966 as the national director of the Catholic Service in the Relationships division of the 

Boy Scouts of America. Upon retirement, he returned to his native Dubuque and served 

on the Northeast Iowa Council Executive Board.  
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Camp Wyalusing: 1920-1921 

Scout Executive Walter Gunn was among the leaders who helped conduct Camp 

Wyalusing. This camp was located near Clayton, Iowa on the Wisconsin side of the 

Mississippi River. The site was 1.5 miles south of Wyalusing Station, near Wyalusing 

Bay. The actual camp site was on a bluff that overlooked the Mississippi River. 

 

Boys could choose from three 2-week sessions, beginning July 19. Camp Wyalusing 

served as the official summer camp site for two seasons, beginning in 1920. The camp 

fee for each session was $5.00 for Dubuque Scouts and $7.50 for out-of-town Scouts.  

Each Scout signed up on his own initiative, and unlike today, troops did not camp as a 

unit. Ad-hoc troops were formed with whatever boys signed up for a particular session. It 

was the exception, rather than the norm, that a boy stayed for only one session.   

 

Participants for the first 2-week period were restricted to Boy Scouts from the Dubuque 

council. The second session was sponsored by the Rotary Club and was conducted for 26 

boys that were not Boy Scouts.  The Rotary boys stayed for a one week session instead of 

two. Twenty-six boys enjoyed the first week, and twenty-three participated in the second 

one-week session. The third session was held for Boy Scouts who were unable to attend 

the first 2-week session.  This session also included Scouts from East Dubuque as well as 

Platteville, Wisconsin. 

 

Scouts who attended the first session of the new camp were 

 

 Lucian Ventre, Jr.  Bob Ruegnitz 

 Fred Lenster   Gerald Garland   

 Herbert Dilworth  Harry Dell 

 Lester Lempker  Earl McNamara     

 Frederick Clark  Sidney Gabriel 

 Thomas Cerny   Dayton Kramer   

Calvin Grieder   Roy Glab 

Edward Paley   Carl Ragatz 

Clarence Gow   William Courtade 

Wesley Cameron  Tony Gibson 

Norman Woodall  Nelson Takahashi (Davenport) 

Stanley Wiedner (Cascade) John Kinder (Creston, Minnesota)  

   

Scouts could get to camp by automobile, by the C. B. and Q. or Milwaukee railroad, or 

the “Ghost”. The Ghost, as it was called by the Scouts, was a large boat that was often 

used with Scout activities. Scouts could board the boat to head for Camp Wyalusing by 

boarding at the levee at 7:30 a.m. on Monday morning or at 8:00 a.m. at the Eagle Point 

bridge.  

 

Blaney Matthews served as the first camp director. The Council camping committee 

advertised that canoe trips up and down the Mississippi River would be a highlight of 

camp.  

 

Swimming in the Mississippi River and day hikes were popular activities. The Scouts 

also enjoyed the use of three canoes and two rowboats during summer camp. Thursdays 
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and Sundays were designated as visitors’ days.  The camp even had its own newspaper. 

William Murphy served as the editor of “The Camp Paddle”. 

 

During the first session of camp, the baseball game between “Murphy’s Shanti-Irish” and 

“McCarron’s Micks” had to be called a draw, since, according to Scout William Murphy, 

“nobody in camp had an adding machine to determine just how many runs each team had 

scored”.  

 

Father Schmidt said mass for the Catholic Scouts who attended summer camp sessions at 

Camp Wyalusing during the 1920 summer camp sessions. Scoutmaster B. A. Reugnitz 

conducted Sunday School class for the non-Catholic boys.  

 

 
Figure. Helping to prepare food at Camp Wyalusing: (L to R): Lynn Osborn, Earl 

Marihart, and the camp chef, A. "Biff" Martin.  

 

In what would turn out to be the final year of offering summer camp at Camp Wyalusing, 

preliminary sign up for the 1921 camp sessions was very low. In June the Scout 

Executive published a letter to parents, appealing to the low cost of only $5.00 per week, 

and there were no railway fees or other costs to worry about. Every troop had the 

opportunity to select their most “efficient Scout” and that Scout was allowed to attend 

camp for free.  

 

The first of three camp sessions began on August 14, 1921.  A full-page story in the 

August 14, 1921 Telegraph Herald had a photo of “the Ghost” ship which was shown 

transporting the boys to camp. The trip to camp turned into an adventure for the 50 boys, 

sponsored by the Rotary Club, who attended this first week of camp. A propeller from 
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“the Ghost” got stuck in a sandbar on the way to camp, and a ferry boat heading towards 

McGregor ended up towing the Scouts and their boat to camp. The boys returned to 

Dubuque 8 days later by train since the boat was damaged too severely to make the return 

trip.    

 

Honor campers from the first week of camp were: Joe Bigelow, Frederick Buol, James 

Glynn, Walter Kemp, Gilbert Koeckovoet, Lloyd Kirkpatrick, Francis Keys, Milton 

Kirmse, James Krity, Alvin Maus, Arthur Murray, Joe O’mara, Arthur Schenker, 

Clarence Ware, Harold Griesinger, Harold Herman, and Lester Herman.    

 

The second session of camp included members of Troop 1 from Waukon. The combined 

number of campers for all sessions was approximately 136 boys, of which 86 were 

registered Boy Scouts.  

1920 World Jamboree 

It was April 1920 when the local Scouts learned what had to be incredibly exciting news: 

a Scout from the Dubuque Council would be allowed to attend the first-ever World 

Jamboree. Dubuque was one of 250 cities nationwide that received an invitation from 

Scouting’s founder, Robert S. S. Baden-Powell to send a Scout from their council.  

 

If this news wasn’t good enough to generate excitement, there was more. The local Junior 

Chamber of Commerce agreed to pay for the trip! The Jamboree would be held at the 

(domed) Olympia stadium in London, England from July 20 through August 7, 1920.  

 

Excitement for this opportunity wasn’t limited to just the Boy Scouts. Scout Executive 

Gunn had the responsibility to determine who would be selected to represent the 

Dubuque Council.  

 

The following requirements were announced at a Scout meeting at the armory on April 

27.   

 Each troop that secured 1,000 points by June could nominate candidates for the 

Jamboree. A candidate must be a First Class Scout. 

 Using a point system, the patrol that secured the highest number of points prior to 
July 1will earn one free week of camp at ‘the big Scout camp’.  

 The individual Scout securing the highest number of points before June 12 will 
probably be the Jamboree representative.  

 The Junior Chamber of Commerce will judge the final candidates for personality, 

scholastic or employment record, and his knowledge of past and present-day 

Dubuque. In addition, they will also judge his originality for producing models, 

articles in wood and metal work, mappings, and drawings of all kinds.   
 

The 15 finalists met for the last round of qualifications on June 21. The last series of tests 

for the Scouts included crossing the Mississippi River without the use of a man-made 

boat or canoe. He next had to make a fire, without matches, using wet hardwood and use 

it to cook his breakfast. He then was asked to identify 10 trees. The final tests involved 

knowledge of first aid.   
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After the Dubuque Council finished conducting all of the qualifying tests, wonderful 

news arrived at the Dubuque Scout headquarters from the National Office: the Council 

received permission to send a second Scout!  

 

The Dubuque Junior Chamber of Commerce had already raised the $500 necessary to 

send one Scout from Dubuque. The Dubuque headquarters received word that the United 

States government reduced the transportation cost (round trip by boat from New York 

City to London) for the Scouts. This meant that the Dubuque council would be 

financially able to send a second Scout to this first-ever international event!  

 

On June 22, less than two weeks from the departure date, it was announced that the two 

Scouts selected to participate in the Jamboree were Lynn Osborn and Arthur Francis.  

 

Lynn Osborn became a Boy Scout in March of 1918. He earned his Star rank in April of 

1920. Lynn was a Scout marksman, and was an active member of the local Liberty Rifle 

Club. Osborn was a high school graduate and was employed as a spindle carver by the 

Brunswick company.  

 

Arthur Francis joined Troop 4 in the fall of 1917. In the spring of 1918, he earned his 

Second Class rank, and he became a First Class Scout in November of 1919. Francis 

earned his Star rank in April of 1920. Fellow Scouts considered him an expert in mapping 

and surveying. Francis was a student whose outstanding scholastic recommendations 

carried a lot of weight with the selection committee from the Junior Chamber of 

Commerce.  

 

Several other finalists for the World Jamboree trip did receive some consolation. As 

“runner-up,” the following Scouts were invited to attend the Naval Training School in 

Great Lakes, Illinois: Arthur Berggren, Earl Falk, John Kearns, Earl Marihart, Robert 

McCarron, Edward Stabell, Charles Spahn, Al Voggenthaler, and Clarence Walz. Of this 

group, Berggren, Falk, and Voggenthaler were among the 53 Iowa Scouts who ended up 

participating in the 6-week training course.  

 

June 29 was the departure date for Osborn and Francis on what would turn out to be a 

two-month trip. A group of Scouts gave them an enthusiastic send-off at the Illinois 

Central Station. The two Scouts were headed to Chicago where they switched trains on 

their route to New York. In New York they assembled with the other members of the 

United States Boy Scout contingent. On July 6, the Scouts left Hoboken aboard the ship 

Pocahontas and arrived in South Hampton, England on July 17. From there they departed 

for London.   

 

In London, the United States contingent stayed at the YMCA Training School, Milbay 

Park. The contingent visited Chrystal Palace, the War Museum, Westminister Abbey, St. 

Paul’s Cathedral, Windsor Castle, Warwick Castle, Imperial Art Gallery, and the British 

National Museum.  

 

Osborn mentioned that while at the jamboree, the boys from the United States won nearly 

all of the exhibits that they entered, but they didn’t do well in the athletic competitions. 
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H. C. Hatfield from Kentucky won the boxing event. He was the only American Scout to 

win any of the athletic competitions.   

 

The Dubuque Scouts were not shut out of recognition at the jamboree. Osborn and 

Francis were part of Troop 2, and this troop was designated as “honor troop” of the entire 

jamboree.  

 

Don Moore, a Scout who lived in Dubuque was able to also attend the jamboree as a 

representative of the Miami, Florida council. Moore and fellow members of the Pine tree 

patrol won first place in the tent-pitching event.   

 

At the conclusion of the first World Jamboree, the American contingent left Dover on 

August 8 and traveled by boat to Malone, France. From Malone they went by train to 

Paris. After spending a week in Paris, the contingent left for Chateau-Thierry where they 

toured battlefields via motor trucks. 

 

A trip to France to visit the site where America suffered many war casualties was part of 

the post-jamboree itinerary. Scout Executive Gunn told Osborn and Francis prior to their 

departure that they had a responsibility to decorate the graves of local soldiers, and to 

take photos of tombstones. Gold Star mothers or other family members simply needed to 

make their wishes known to Osborn and Francis prior to their departure. Some provided 

specific directions to where the tombstones were located. What a sense of responsibility 

these two 19-year-old Scouts must have felt, especially knowing that they may not be 

able to fulfill a request that would mean so much to family members of the fallen 

soldiers. 

 

Osborn described the boat trip across the ocean back to the United States as “very rough”. 

Scouts passed the time by boxing, wrestling, playing games, and singing songs. Osborn 

was convinced that after many talks with other jamboree Scouts in the United States 

contingent that Boy Scouts in Dubuque were much further along in camping skills than 

Scouts in other parts of the country. 

 

Osborn and Francis returned to Dubuque on September 9. Osborn would remain active in 

Scouting as an adult leader in Dubuque for many years. “Art” Francis would leave the 

Dubuque Council in October to assume the 20-hours-per-week position of Assistant 

Scout Executive for the council in Ames, Iowa. He would later become the Scout 

Executive of the Ames council.  
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Canoe Trip Adventures  

Dubuque Boy Scouts of course lived near the Mississippi River, and canoe trips were a 

common activity. 

 

In April, 1920, for example, an adventurous group of took a 6-day canoe trip down the 

Maquoketa River, and all the way to the Mississippi River. The group, which was all in 

the same canoe, included Scout Executive Walter Gunn, Deputy Scout Commissioner 

and “canoe guru” Lefty Schuster, Arthur Francis, and Lynn Osborn. Many obstacles 

along the way made the journey out-of-the-ordinary. The group was able to dodge power 

dams by Hopkinton, Monticello, and Manchester, and a mill dam only one mile from 

Camp Quaker Mills, the site from which they departed.  

 

A few months later, when three of their fellow Scouts headed off to the World Jamboree 

a few days earlier, it didn’t mean that those left behind couldn’t have some fun of their 

own. A group of Scouts and leaders met at Eagle Point Park on Saturday, July 3, for a 2-

day canoe trip on the Mississippi River. Scout Executive Walter Gunn, Ed Staheli, Earl 

Marihart, Clarence Marihart, Robert McCarron, “Whitey” Walter, and Chas Spahn 

departed from Eagle Point landing at 3:00 p.m. on Saturday afternoon.  

 

The Scouts hunted for turtle eggs when they first stopped at Sinnopi to take a break. They 

then paddled up the Mississippi River until they were approximately two miles from 

Zollicoffer’s Lake. Lodging for the night was in an abandoned cabin. The next morning, 

the group departed without Chas Spahn and Bob McCarron. Chas and Bob decided to 

catch a train into Buena Vista to attend church service. They would catch up with the rest 

of the group later.  

 

In his write-up of this canoe trip in the July 11, 1920 Dubuque Telegraph Herald, 

splitting up the group was apparently “no big deal” to future Eagle Scout (and Council 

Commissioner) Earl Marihart. In fact, Earl reported that at supper that night he and the 

other guys in his canoe finished their supper about 1 ½ hours before the other two canoes 

even arrived to eat.   

 

On the second night, the group once again slept on a wood floor, this time in a warehouse 

owned by the father of one of the Scouts on the trip. That night a “wandering hobo” paid 

the Scout group a visit. He had a severe cut on his head, and it had become infected. The 

Scouts decided that it was severe enough that they pooled their money so that the injured 

“visitor” could get medical treatment. In the morning, “Whitey” Walter—not Scout 

Executive Walter Gunn—accompanied the injured man to Dubuque so that he could 

receive medical treatment.   

 

After enjoying a delicious meal in the “new Catholic church” the Scouts headed back to 

Dubuque around 2:45 p.m. They had to paddle their wooden canoes in sometimes heavy 

rain on the return trip, and fought “fierce mosquitoes”. The trip ended when the canoes 

were docked around 8:15 p.m. in Dubuque. Marihart summed up in his report that “even 

though we got sunburned, we sure had a good time”!  
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One of the highlights of the 1922 Scout year was the 530-mile canoe trip that the Scouts, 

who were members of the Moggise Gissis Canoe Club, took from Dubuque to 

Minneapolis and back.  

Scouts Eagerly Participate in Community Service  

In the years following their well-publicized service projects during “The Great War,”  

Dubuque Boy Scouts enjoyed a high degree of credibility. It seemed like no request for 

service went unanswered. An example of this was in July of 1920. Six Boy Scouts, 

accompanied by former YMCA physical education instructor C. E. Daubert, searched for 

an 82-year old woman who had been missing for 4 days. The woman had last been seen 

near Frentress Lake. After dragging efforts had been stopped, the youth dived in the lake 

in hopes of helping the family to recover the body.   

 
Figure. Walter Gunn with Scouts in downtown Dubuque in 1921 

 

A popular event started by Gunn was the annual Spook Hike and Halloween Party. The 

1920 event attracted between 150 and 200 boys. A different, but popular activity with this 

year’s Halloween party was not that there were boxing matches, but that the final 

“match” was a free-for-all where all of the participants were blindfolded! The write-up in 

the November 2, 1920 Telegraph Herald mentions “that black cheeks, noses, and chins 

developed, much to the amusement of the crowd”.  

 

A few weeks later Gunn spent his Thanksgiving Day enjoying “a big feed” at the 

Durango cabin with a group of Scouts.  One week later, the council launched a month-
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long service project to collect toys for distribution to needy kids in time for Christmas. 

Toys were repaired and provided to the St Francis Orphanage. 

 

In December 1920 the announcement of a basketball league between troops proved to be 

an idea that brought life to several troops whose membership had been dwindling. The 

“basketball managers” representing twelve troops signed up for the three-month, 5-game 

league, which started in December.  

 

Scout Executive Gunn wasn’t going to let some “ringers” help one troop to win in the 

final game. He adopted a rule that any player competing in the championship game had to  

complete four Scout tests during the season, and two Scout tests prior to the final game. 

A merit badge counted as six “tests”.  

 

A “Scout Night” activity, organized by the Scout Executive Committee and the 

Scoutmasters Association, was held March 19 at the University of Dubuque. Evening 

activities began with a basketball game between Troop 7 and Troop 11. This game was 

the first in the final round of the basketball league. Following the game, Troop 7 Scouts 

performed a signaling demonstration using two specially designed “blinker” signaling 

sets, designed especially for night-time use. Scouts also performed signaling from two 

pyramids that were built by members of Troop 9.  

 

Scouts from Troop 1, 11, 9, and 16 demonstrated various first-aid activities. Following 

this was a boxing match between two Scouts from Troop 18: Ray McLaughlin and Ralph 

Cooper. The match was declared a draw after three rounds.   

 

The winning patrol took only 43 seconds to win the fire-by-friction contest.  Wood used 

for the contest by the Troop 5 Scouts was given by an English Scoutmaster to Lynn 

Osborn at the 1920 World Jamboree. The audience, which filled the McCormick gym, 

was also treated to a tug-of-war between Scouts from Troop 9 and 19. 

 

Although the basketball league was very popular, Scoutmasters Association officers 

President Karl Bolt, Vice-president Harry Wilberding, and Secretary Al Kirk 

discontinued the activity after three “years/seasons” with the justification that “promoting 

an athletic league is not the idea of Scouting”.   

 

Lynn Osborn, chairman of the toy collection campaign, scheduled his organizational 

meeting on December 8, at the same time and location as the basketball tournament 

meeting. The largest contribution of toys came from Holy Ghost school.  

 

Over 1,000 toys were collected during the December collection period. Under the 

direction of Assistant Scoutmaster Lynn Osborn, the toys were repaired prior to 

distribution by the Scouts of Troops 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, and 12. The girl toys were repaired 

under the direction of Helen Johnson, the representative of the Girls Reserve.  

 

Lefty Schuster and his assistants dismantled and repaired the Scout cabin near Durango 

in the fall. Whatever dismantling occurred, the cabin was Scout-ready for the traditional 

camp held from Christmas through New Year's Day. In addition to Schuster, Biff Martin, 

the cook from Camp Wyalusing, was on hand to cook for the Scouts. 
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Gunn Departs; Earle B. Moore Becomes New Scout Executive 

Walter Gunn resigned as Scout Executive of the Dubuque council in 1921 to accept a 

position with the North Shore District of the Chicago Council. The headquarters troop 

arranged a farewell banquet for Gunn on March 25 at Eagle Point Cabin. About 20 

Scouts attended. The story that Gunn chose to share that evening was the building of the 

Durango Scout cabin. Details included the laying of the floor, the rebuilding of the 

broken corner, the planning and construction of the fireplace, and the inlaying of the good 

luck pennies.  

 

It’s no wonder that Gunn was so popular with the Scouts. If a task, event, or service 

opportunity was related in some way to Scouting, Walter Gunn seemed to fit it into his 

job description as Scout Executive.  

 

Gunn camped with the Scouts each summer at Camp Quaker Mills and for the first year 

at Camp Wyalusing. He camped with the Scouts at the Scout cabin near Durango each 

winter. He frequently went on canoe trips.  

 

Gunn visited troop meetings. When a troop was without a Scoutmaster, he filled in. He 

took a group of 75 Scouts on a hike from Scout headquarters to the Corn Belt Packing 

company. Adults during this era were allowed to earn rank advancement, and he set an 

example for Scouts by becoming the first person in the council to earn the Eagle Scout 

rank. 

 

The Dubuque Council executive board members also had to be pleased with his 

leadership. The council experienced consistent membership growth. The council was able 

to pay their bills. Gunn regularly kept Scouting on the minds of local parents, Scouts, and 

potential leaders by authoring articles that were published in the local newspapers 

 

Within a week of Gunn’s departure, the Dubuque Council had a new Scout Executive: 

Earle B. Moore. Walter Gunn (April 1927) and E. B. Moore (March 1928) were each 

featured in a Pioneers of Scouting article in the monthly The Scout Executive publication.  

 

 
Figure. Earle  B. Moore, Dubuque Scout Executive from April 1, 1921 - May 1, 

1924.  

 

Moore was a native of Epworth, Iowa and graduated from the Epworth Seminary. 

He then attended the engineering college at the University of Iowa for two and a 

half years. Moore served as Scout Executive of the Colorado Springs Council 

from 1918 until transferring to Dubuque in 1921.  
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In 1924, Moore would transfer from the Dubuque Council to become Scout 

Executive of the Weld-Morgan Council in Greeley, Colorado. Moore would later 

serve as a Deputy Regional Scout Executive in the late 1930's for Region 8.  

 

On his way to Dubuque to begin his new assignment, the 32-year-old Moore stopped in 

Epworth and learned that a new troop had recently registered. Scoutmaster Ross Kidder, 

formerly of Cornell College, told Moore that his troop had 15 Scouts already. They were 

still considering whether to be affiliate with the Dubuque Council or operate as an 

independent unit and register directly with the National Office.   

 

A few months after he arrived as Scout Executive, Earl Moore moved the Scout 

Headquarters from 120 - 9
th

 Street in Dubuque to 630 Main Street, above Hartig Drug. 

Moore felt that it gave the headquarters location a more prominent place among the 

business district. That was only the beginning of the changes that Moore would help to 

implement as he began his role as Scout Executive of the Dubuque Council.  

 

Soon Scouts were participating in many civic service opportunities. They collected 15 

truckloads of evergreens. The Scouts constructed 800 wreaths from these evergreens, and 

the evergreens were placed on the graves of war veterans during the 1921 Memorial Day 

weekend. It was one of the first large-scale service projects led by the relatively new 

Scout Executive. 

 

The Boy Scout band often performed in the annual Sunday School parade. The parade 

was held in June each year from 1909 through 1933. In 1921, ten pastors and 31 churches 

participated in the parade. The two featured bands that year were the Boy Scout band 

from Dubuque and the 35-member Hopkinton Boy Scout band. It was the Hopkinton 

band’s first appearance in Dubuque.  

 

For a period of time, the director of the Boy Scout band was none other than Scout 

Executive Earl Moore. Moore directed the band as they provided the music for the 1922 

Homecoming parade and activities. By yearend, 27 boys had participated as a member of 

the local band at some point during the year.  

 

There were several other regular occasions when the Boy Scout band performed. Twenty-

two members of the band played as part of the ceremonies at Linwood Cemetery on 

Memorial Day in 1922. From the cemetery, the Scouts hiked to the business district in 

downtown Dubuque and marched in the afternoon parade. Nearly the same number 

participated the following year. On December 22, 1924, the band performed at 

Washington Park in Dubuque at the dedication ceremony of the municipal Christmas 

tree.  

 

In April 1922, the council sponsored a three-week campaign to rid the city of rats. 

Similar to the successful 1919 campaign, Scouts would earn prizes based on who killed 

the most rats. First prize was a complete Scout uniform. Each Scout had to bring the rat 

tails into the Scout Office in order to receive credit for the number of “kills”. Two 

months later, Scouts performed more community service by serving as ushers for the 

county (high school) graduation ceremony at the Grand Opera House in Dubuque.  
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Along with Assistant Scout Executive Grant Elliot, Scouts Leo Brandon, Fred Clark, 

Leslie Urbach, John Frantzen Jr. performed a “community good turn”. There was an 

assembly of school teachers at the Armory on September 14, 1922. The Scouts 

demonstrated how to use phonograph records in conjunction with physical training that 

was now being encouraged as part of the school curriculum.  

 

Almost anything seemed “fair game” when asking Scouts to do a good turn, however. 

Soon after they “assisted” the assembly of school teachers, the Scout headquarters 

received a communication from an individual in Ames, Iowa, asking Scouts for 

assistance in recovering a stolen truck. A $50 reward, in addition to gratitude from the 

owner, awaited the Scout who could help with this “good turn” request.  

Scouts Celebrate the 12
th

 Anniversary of the BSA  

A “Scout and Dad” banquet held at the Brunswick Recreation Hall in Dubuque on 

February 8, 1922 helped local Scouts to celebrate the 12
th

 anniversary of the Boy Scouts 

of America. Accompanied by their fathers, 200 of the 350 registered Scouts in the council 

were in attendance.  The banquet featured three vocal solos by Van Eman from Troop 20 

and a banjo duet by the Kilby brothers from Troop 7.  

 

Region 8 Executive John H. Piper from Kansas City gave the keynote address.  Piper told 

Scouts that he was raised in the “woodshed era” and that Boy Scouts had helped him to 

become the person he wanted to be. Piper told Scouts to take your fathers advice, and you 

will never be appearing before the criminal court system of the United States. To fathers, 

Piper’s advice was to sit next to your son at a campfire after a day of hiking, and take the 

opportunity to teach some fundamentals that will “give him a backbone so that your son 

knows how to stand up for what is right”.   
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Figure. Dubuque Council was represented by Deputy Commissioner William A. 
Courtade and Scout Executive R. V. Evans at the Scout Executive training school 

held in 1925 at Camp Gifford, near Omaha, Nebraska.  

 

Among the leaders of this conference were J.P. Freeman, Assistant National Field 

Director; Region 10 Executive Harold Pote; Region 8 Executive Fred G. Davie, 

(top row, second from left); Professor Charles Smith, of the National BSA 

headquarters and of Teacher’s College, Columbia University (Scout Activities); 

Captain Fred C. Mills, National Camping Department; A.A. Schuck; George 

Greene, Executive of Kansas City, Missouri; Executive George Wycoff, 

Minneapolis, Minnesota, and many others.  

Scout Mothers Auxiliary 

In early January of 1923, Scout officials had received numerous inquiries about the 

formation of a “Scout Mothers’ Club.” As a result, a notice was published in the January 

7, 1923 Telegraph Herald to ask the public if they were aware of any such Scout-related 

groups in other towns. Nationally, the Boy Scout movement didn’t have a formal role for 

female volunteers.  

 

By mid-March, the Dubuque Council helped to organize the Scout Mothers Auxiliary. 

The group quickly became more than simply a social club. Membership was open to 

women who had a son or a brother that was a Boy Scout.  
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In its first few months of existence, the group raised enough funds to purchase the tent 

and equipment that was used for the mess hall at Camp Karberg. They also raised enough 

funds to purchase steel cots for use by all of the campers. An crowd of around 200 

visitors attended the dedication of the new mess hall, which was held during the second 

week of summer camp.  

 

The first officers elected to this new group were Mrs. Marie S. James, president; Mrs. A. 

Urbach, vice-president; Mrs. A. D. Schwartzell, secretary; Mrs. Gus Lorenz, treasurer.  

 

When Camp Karberg was flooded one month prior to the 1925 summer camp session, all 

equipment was lost. The Scout Mothers Auxiliary again answered the call, and raised 

$100 to purchase new utensils. They did this through fund-raising activities such as 

hosting a picnic at Eagle Point Park, holding ice cream socials, card parties, a social tea, 

and hosting separate banquets for Scouts and for Scout leaders.  

 

Forty members of the Scout Mothers Auxiliary held a banquet in May of 1924 for 250 

Boy Scouts. It was one of the first formal activities that Robert Evans attended as the new 

Scout Executive of the Dubuque council.  

 

The Scout Mothers Auxiliary hosted a bean supper for all Scouts following the May 2, 

1925 Scout rally that was held at the Brunswick Balke Collender company. Another 

example of service the group did was to provide Boy Scout uniforms to Scouts who could 

not otherwise afford them. They repaired and re-distributed over 200 uniforms.   

 

The Auxiliary didn’t exist as a result of the absence of a local Girl Scout program. A 

photo in the April 13, 1924 Telegraph Herald showed 17 members of Girl Scout Troop 1. 

  

In March, 1926, the Scout Mothers Auxiliary hosted a Scout Rally at Central High, a 

rally that they organized. The speaker at the rally was Major Dewey of the Epworth 

Military Academy. 
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Community Chest  

The concept of a ‘community chest’ existed in Dubuque as early as 1920. A June 20 

Telegraph Herald article outlined plans for a community chest drive with a $25,000 goal. 

The committee hoped to secure funds to support the following municipal projects: 

 

$   2,500  Municipal bathing beach 

$   2,500  American Legion 

$   5,000  conventions and the 4
th

 of July celebration 

$ 10,000  Fall festival 

$   5,000  Community Chest Emergency Fund, for future projects  

 

A board of trustees would manage the funds once the subscriptions were received. This 

board included the city manager, the Rotary Club president, Chamber of Commerce 

president, the Women’s Club president, and the president of the Retail Merchants 

Association.  

 

This original, 1920 Community Chest did not succeed. After a short period of time, the 

participating groups disbanded the effort. There would be no subsequent efforts in 

Dubuque for a community chest campaign until 1924.  

 

The Rotary club and the Kiwanis club held a joint meeting at the YMCA on April 28, 

1921. Club members listened to a joint proposal from leaders from the Dubuque Boy 

Scout council and the leaders from the Chamber of Commerce. Both groups were 

planning budget campaigns in May, and they were proposing a single, united fund-drive 

in order to ease the burden on local businesses. The proposal was enthusiastically 

accepted. Subsequent goals for the campaign were set at $20,000 for the Chamber of 

Commerce and $7,000 for the Boy Scout Council. The Boy Scouts succeeded in their 

goal.   

 

Businessman C. E. Osborn, father of Eagle Scout Lynn Osborn, requested permission to 

head the Scout fund drive. He was grateful for what Scouting had done for his son, and 

wanted to demonstrate his support and appreciation to the Boy Scouts.   

 

The 1922 Boy Scout campaign to raise $6,000 in operating funds for the Dubuque 

Council unfortunately came shortly after the fundraising campaigns of two other local 

organizations.   
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Figure. 1922 pledge card 

 

There was no community chest campaign from 1921-23. However, Scout Executive 

Moore was aware of struggles and concerns that his peers faced to finance their program 

in this manner. For Boy Scout councils nationally, the community chest concept met with 

mixed results. In the January, 1922 edition, an article in The Scout Executive magazine 

presented, from the perspective of one Scout Executive, the pros and cons of participation 

in a community chest. A Scout Executive in Portland, Oregon, and another in Spokane, 

Washington each presented a detailed account of why the campaign did or did not 

achieve success for their council.  

 

In January, 1924 the Dubuque Boy Scout council became the first organization in the city 

of Dubuque to send its endorsement of a proposed community chest. Eleven 

organizations participated in a movement to raise finances through a single campaign.  

 

The goal of the 1924 Community Chest Campaign was $66,525.00. Peter K. Karberg 

served as chairman of the industrial division of the campaign. The following agencies 

were designated as recipients of the funds:  

 

$ 5,850 Boy’s Club 

$ 5,500 Boy Scouts  

$ 9,000 Finley Hospital 

$ 4,000 Hillcrest Baby Fold  

$ 5,000 Mt. Pleasant Home  

$ 3,800 Neighborhood House  

$ 5,000 Salvation Army  

$ 1,200 Sunshine Circle  

$ 4,300 Visiting Nurses Association  

$ 7,800 YMCA 

$ 9,500 YWCA 

$ 5,575 reserve fund and administration   

 

The 1924 campaign did not enjoy the support that was hoped for by the organizers. The 

Dubuque Council ended the calendar year with a deficit of $ 1,400.00.  

 

In 1925, the Boy Scouts once again launched their own fundraising campaign, this time 

in May. This campaign was assisted by National Field Scout Commissioner Judson P. 

Freeman. In 1916, Freeman had traveled to Dubuque to help with formal organization 

efforts of what was to become the Dubuque Council.  
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The financial goal, as indicated in the May 17, 1925 Telegraph Herald, “did not allow for 

the 1924 budget deficit, which was due to the failure of the support of the Dubuque 

Community Chest”. Ironically, the Dubuque Council was serving troops in several towns 

outside of Dubuque. Businesses in these towns were not, however, solicited for funds as 

part of the fundraising campaign: Bellevue, Colesburg, Hopkinton, Manchester, New 

Diggins, Wisconsin, and troops in East Dubuque and Galena, Illinois.  

 

A $1,400.00 deficit existed at the end of 1925 and 1926 as well. To secure operating 

funds for 1926, as well as eliminate existing debt, the Scout Finance Committee 

announced that the week of March 15-20, 1926 would be the fundraising campaign that 

would target local businesses and community leaders. In May, however, $3,500 was still 

needed for operating funds, and the Dubuque Council tried a more low-key campaign to 

secure the needed funds.  

 

Boy Scout Camping Committee Chairman Peter K. Karberg led the efforts to establish a 

community chest in 1924. Another prominent Boy Scout leader and businessman would 

once again lead the effort to establish a community chest, this time in the summer of 

1928. 

 

Chamber of Commerce chairman John Rider Wallis led the committee that helped 

establish what was to become a permanent organization known as The Community 

Chest. Wallis was chairman of the $21,700 fundraising campaign for the YMCA in 1927. 

The YMCA campaign occurred less than one month after the Dubuque Council launched 

their $10,000 campaign, which was conducted for the Scouts by the “40 and 8” society of 

Dubuque’s American Legion Post. The Hillcrest Baby Fold was soliciting funds during 

the same period as the Boy Scout fundraising campaign. 

 

The Chamber of Commerce inquired among local organizations in the city that provided 

charitable, philanthropic public welfare and social services in nature their desire and/or 

willingness to enter into a community chest.  

 

Speaking to the public on behalf of the community chest idea, Wallis indicated that the 

purpose was two-fold:  

 Save time and energy for the many businessmen who are called upon to work and 
contribute to multiple financial campaigns for each of the organizations  

 Eliminate frequent financial campaigns (by different organizations) often held 
only weeks apart 

Nine organizations expressed interest and eventually became charter members. They 

included: 

 

The Salvation Army 

Dubuque Council, Boy Scouts of America 

Boy’s Welfare Association (The Dubuque Boys Club) 

YMCA 

YWCA 

Mt. Pleasant Home 

Hillcrest Baby Fold 
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Dubuque Visiting Nurses Association 

Sunshine Circle of Finley Hospital 

 

When the Community Chest was formally and permanently established in December of 

1928, the Dubuque Council consisted of 19 troops and 400 Boy Scouts.  

 

When the Community Chest campaign for 1929 was launched in April, the Dubuque Boy 

Scouts did their “good turn” by distributing thousands of copies of a book with questions 

and answers about the community chest, along with information about each of the 

affiliated organizations.  

 

The newspaper also noted that Charles Agard, Scoutmaster of Troop 1, was also actively 

leading a Scout drum corps, which in May of 1921 consisted of 16 members.  

 

In the first annual report delivered to the council by Scout Executive Moore, he 

highlighted the following since his arrival 12 months ago: 

 Registered Scouts has increased from 273 to 332 

 Scoutmasters and Assistant Scoutmasters has increased form 28 to 46 

 Deputy commissioners has increased from 1 to 6 

 The council now has a Scout band and a canoe club 
 

Approximately 100 Scouts participated in a council-wide hike, from Washington Park to 

Palmer’s Creek and back, on May 19, 1923. Milt Blosch from Troop 1 won a pup tent as 

first prize for winning the fire-building contest, which was entered by every Scout in 

attendance.   

 

 
Figure. Scouts stop for a rest on their day hike. Left to right: Harold Goodrich, 

Lynn Osborn, Dick Goadrich, Bob Knight, Milt Blosch, and Charlie Parkins.   

 

Blosch would remain an active Scout and later a Scout leader for over 80 consecutive 

years. Blosch shared the following as he reflected on his years in the Boy Scout program 

during a 1997 interview with Paul Lewis. 

 

I joined Boy Scouts in 1922 as a 12-year-old as a member of Troop 1. My 

Scoutmaster, Charles Agard, was a Spanish-American War veteran.  
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We camped in World War I pup tents, and on camping trips, we cooked lots of 

rice and potatoes. The only food was what we carried in our knapsacks. Since we 

had no flashlights, we used folding, mica lanterns for light at night.   

 

During the depression, most of the leaders had a lot of time on their hands. There 

was no TV, and radio quality was so-so at best.  Training for leaders was held for 

5 nights in a row, and then a camping for a weekend to wind up the training.  

 

My troop met at Summit Congregational church, and to save fuel costs, several 

meetings were held on the same day. The women’s’ group met in the afternoon, 

then the Scout troop met around 7:00 p.m., and then the men’s’ choir or 

devotional meetings met after that.  

 

During the first few years at Camp Burton, we spent a lot of time picking up rocks 

and cleaning up the area to make it nicer. John Rider Wallace, who donated the 

land to the Scouts, was a very polite man and always well dressed.  

 

     - Milt Blosch, 

 

 
  Figure. Milt Blosch  

 

 

Troop 1, chartered by Summit Congregational Church, held its 3
rd

 annual banquet in 

March of 1920. For the past 8 years, the troop was led by Scoutmaster Charles Agard. 

Troop 1 was organized in 1911, and before the Dubuque Council was organized, the 

troop chartered directly with the National Office.  
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Camp Karberg: 1922-1924 

 

Camp Wyalusing, located along the Mississippi River, provided excellent swimming and 

boating opportunities. However, when Scout Executive Moore completed the annual 

council charter for 1922, he attached a supplement comment to the report that pointed out 

some “objectionable features” of Camp Wyalusing. The lack of a screened-in kitchen and 

mess hall, the absence of drinking water on the grounds, and above all the distance from 

Dubuque were all issues that needed to be addressed prior to the next summer camp 

season. These issues, along with the difficulty in obtaining food supplies on short notice 

and within a short distance prompted the Scout Executive and other council leaders to 

locate a new site for the long-term summer camp season.  

 

As a result, a new camp for the following season seemed likely if not necessary. Soon the 

council negotiated a 3-year lease for land owned by Thomas Beresford. 

 

Camp Karberg was the result of a council-sponsored contest to name the camp, although 

some Scouts unofficially referred to the camp as Camp Kidder. This 30-acre site was 

used for three summer camp seasons, beginning in the summer of 1922. 

 

Camp Karberg was named after Peter K. Karberg, the camping committee chairman who 

was instrumental in securing the site for use by the Scouts. The camp location was near 

the Kidder train station, approximately two miles north of Epworth and one mile from 

Millville along the banks of the Maquoketa River.  

 

In 1922, there were three 1-week periods, which began July 31. A new feature of this 

camp that hadn’t been previously offered was archery. Thursday and Friday during camp 

were designated as camp fishing days. Prizes were awarded for that activity. Like past 

years, there was a baseball game between campers and members of the council executive 

board who visited the camp on the designated “council day”. In each session, the Scouts 

also defeated the council leaders in the ice cream eating contest.   

 

At the conclusion of the first season at Camp Karberg, some benchmarks compared 

favorably to the final season at Camp Wyalusing. Scouts earned a total of three merit 

badges, compared to none during the 1921 camping season, and 104 tests for various 

badges were passed, compared to 32 the previous year. The final year of Camp 

Wyalusing had a total of 39 visitors, compared to 329 during the 3-week camp session of 

1921. A total of 102 Scouts attended the three sessions during 1922. Such figures had 

“council leaders” feeling good about the move to the new summer camp site.   

 

The following Scouts attended the first session of the new camp. 

 

 Ed Anderson  Paul Toepel    

 F. J. Burns Jr.  Earl Mitcheley 

 Neal Wilmot  Leonard Ranson 

 James Ryan  Alfred Lorenz 

 Dean Schwartzel J. Franzen Jr. 

 F. Asoumanakis Andrew Cremer 
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 Carl Steiner  Lee Brandon 

 Robert Ewing  W. Hartford 

 Fred Buol  LaVern Duggan 

 Daniel Weeks  Richard Kelzer  

 Robert Mauser  Harold Goodrich  

 Dayton Kramer Richard Goodrich  

 Gregory Long  Donald Lund  

 Harold Farley  Raymond Deming 

 Cletus Quincy  Paul Saunders  

 A. Wilberding  William Hartford 

 Donald Carroll Kenneth Fendon     

 

In November, 1922, Scout Executive Moore awarded 5-year veteran badges to 16 

individuals that were in the Dubuque Council when it was chartered, and were still 

activate in the organization. The members were Theodore Buechele, A. C. Buettell, J. M. 

Connolly, J. V. Conzett, James Daly, Andres Fleutsch Sr., N. C. Gindorff, Peter K. 

Karberg, J. A. Kerper, Hon. D. E. Maguire, L. Q. Martin, W. H. Meuser, Milton Urbach, 

E. H. Willging, W. P. Woodrich, and Andy Wymer.  

Dubuque Council among the Iowa’s largest 

The Annual Report to Congress reflects that at the end of 1923, the Dubuque Council was 

the 4
th

 largest council in Iowa in terms of membership. 

 

1,289 Scouts Des Moines  

   684 Scouts Sioux City 

   484 Scouts Cerro Gordo County 

   461 Scouts Dubuque 

   382 Scouts Davenport 

   309 Scouts Waterloo 

 

Contributing to the relatively large membership in the council was that activities were 

tailored to interests of the local boys. Boxing was a program activity at the 1920 World 

Jamboree. Dubuque Scouts had been exposed to this activity, but it is not likely that other 

Iowa Scouts had. A Mr. Hutton, for example, served as the Troop 2 “boxing instructor”. 

It’s no wonder that Troop 2 was often referred to as “the fighting second”.  

 

They weren’t the only troop that conducted boxing during some troop events. In May, 

1923, Troop 1 hiked to Grandview Avenue, where a series of boxing matches were held 

beneath the arc lights.  

 

In November, 1923, Scouts distributed over 600 posters for the 7
th
 annual roll call of the 

American Red Cross.  
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Top Leadership Transition  

On May 1, 1924, Scout Executive Earle B. Moore quietly transferred from the Dubuque 

Council to a similar position in the council based in Greeley, Colorado.  

 

During his tenure in Dubuque Council, Moore consistently detailed for the public and for 

the National Office the positive gains made by the council. He attached detailed 

addendums with each year when the annual council charter was submitted. He carefully 

documented for the Dubuque Council Executive Board, and published in the Telegraph 

Herald, figures that documented facts such as membership gains, troop meetings held, 

and adult training sessions conducted.   

 

The council was in tough shape financially when Moore departed. During this period, the 

Scout Executive not only had responsibility to help the council grow in terms of Scouts, 

leaders, and additional troops, he had to help organize and participate in most if not all 

program activities. Almost certainly he was known to many if not most of the Scouts in 

Dubuque. Unlike the extremely popular Scout Executive that he replaced, there would be 

no farewell party or requests to return for visits: only a brief mention in the Telegraph 

Herald that he had left.   

 

His replacement, Robert H. Evans, arrived three weeks after the departure of Moore. 

Evans came to Dubuque from Omaha, Nebraska, where he had been serving as a Field 

Executive.  

Activities and Training Continue to Develop 

In May, 1924, Troop 19 introduced something new to the Boy Scouts in the Dubuque 

Council. Until now, Scouts in the Dubuque Council would appear before adults 

associated with the council in order to advance in rank or earn merit badges. Troop 19 

began allowing older Scouts to conduct reviews, pass Tenderfoot and Second class tests, 

and award badges on a monthly basis for Scouts in their troop.  

 

Beginning in December, 1924, Deputy Commissioner William Courtade spent every 

weekend at the cabin near Durango, giving any Scout who wanted to spend the weekend 

the opportunity to do so. It wasn’t until November of 1921, when Troop 18 spent the 

weekend as a troop, that a troop went to the cabin as a unit. For several years, it was just 

as common to have an individual boy decide to go camping for a weekend as opposed to 

being restricted to attending only if his troop was also planning to go.  

 

At the January 30, 1925 Court of Honor, Troop 5 Scout Dave Hartig received the First 

Aid merit badge, in addition to the ranks of Life and Star. Hartig would later earn the 

Eagle Scout rank. Hartig, along with Earl Falk, would be the first Scouts younger than 

age 18 to earn Scouting’s top rank. (It wouldn’t be until 1965 when the Boy Scout rank 

requirements prohibited adults from earning Scout rank advancement.)   

 

There were 9 Round Table Leaders meetings held in 1925. The Dubuque Council did 

take steps to improve formal training for the adult volunteers in addition to gathering and 

sharing ideas at the monthly the Round Table leaders meetings.  

 



 

Paul Lewis Page 30 1/7/2016 

 

Beginning in April 1926, the Dubuque Council received approval to start a “training and 

education” course that was endorsed by the National Council. The course consisted of a 

weekend training session that followed and helped reinforce what was taught at each of 

the 8 weekly meetings. The Scout Mothers Auxiliary served a meal prior to the weekly 

meetings. 

 

The course was identified as a “National Standard Training Course in Scoutmastership”. 

The curriculum was prepared and designed by local Scout officials. The April 12, 1926 

Telegraph Herald indicated the formal approval of the course that was received from Ray 

O. Wyland of the Department of Education.  

 

A Scout rally was held May 2, 1925 at the Brunswick Balke Collender Company, 36
th

 

Street and Sageville Road. Scout-related contests were held on the grounds from 2:00 

p.m. – 5:00 p.m. The Scout Mothers Auxiliary hosted a bean supper for all Scouts 

following the activities. After the “feed” the Scouts were treated to a film of the 1924 

World Scout Jamboree that was held in Copenhagen. 

Camp Blackhawk: 1925 

The 1925 summer camp season was held at the YMCA camp, Camp Blackhawk, a camp 

that was adjacent to the Maquoketa River. The camp location was 3.7 miles west of the 

corner of Main and Platte Streets in Maquoketa. Transportation of the campers’ baggage, 

as well as supplies for the camp was handled via the joint cooperation of the Rotary Club, 

the Kiwanis Club, and the Junior Chamber of Commerce.  

 

Due to flooding that destroyed much of the area as the result of a June 15 storm, this 

camp season only consisted of two sessions, which began July 24. A third session, hosted 

by the Boy Scout camp staff, was held for boys that were guests of the Rotary Club and 

Kiwanis Club. Camp staff consisted of Deputy Scout Commissioner William Courtade, 

camp director; A. A. (Al) Kirk, assistant camp director; Orville Sharnborg, swimming 

instructor; Ed Wurst was in charge of woodcraft; Bayard Esmay, quartermaster; and Chef 

Henry Henderson.  



 

Paul Lewis Page 31 1/7/2016 

 

Camp Ten Suns: 1926  

The Dubuque Council was facing financial difficulties during 1926 that were significant 

enough to be a factor when plans were being made for a summer camp.  Fortunately, the 

Scout Mothers Auxiliary guaranteed funds in order for the camp to be held. They even 

solicited assistance from the Dubuque Camp Fire Girls and the Girl Scouts to help with 

fund raising efforts so that Boy Scouts could attend summer camp!  

 

It is likely that without the backing of the Scout Mothers Auxiliary, a summer camp 

session for 1926 might not have been offered to Scouts.  

 

The Camping Committee of the Dubuque Council introduced several changes for Scouts 

who attended summer camp during 1926. Thanks to the efforts of William C. Grimm, 

Assistant Scoutmaster of Troop 1 in Galena, a site was secured 6 miles north of Galena, 

Illinois. The facility, referred to by some as Camp Thodeville already had a mess hall, a 

kitchen, and a store house.  Scouts from the Dubuque Council named their summer camp 

for this year “Camp Ten Suns”.  

 

The first session of two sessions started July 10, and unlike past years, each summer 

camp session was ten days instead of seven. Perhaps that helped influence the name of 

this year’s summer camp.  

 

William Courtade returned as Camp Director. Other returning camp staff members 

included Scout Executive Robert H. Evans as well as the camp chef, Henry Henderson.  

 

More badges and awards were earned during this camp season than in any previous years. 

Six Scouts reached the rank of First Class, fifteen Scouts earned Second Class rank, and 

12 merit badges were awarded. Like the previous year, many of the “honor campers” 

went with Deputy Scout Commissioner William Courtade to the McGregor Wild Life 

School.   

 

Camp honors were in the form of felt shoulder diamonds and stenciled designs onto the 

Scout belt. The felt shoulder diamond awards were: 

 

Purple diamond Table manners 

Gray diamond  Personal cleanliness 

Blue diamond  Advancement in swimming 

Red diamond  Advancement in Scouting 

Green diamond Camp fire stunt award 

Yellow diamond Cheerfulness 

Orange diamond Scout law 

Brown diamond Daily good turn 

 

A Scout could earn any one of 34 different "belt awards" that could be earned.  

 

Three consecutive, 10-day sessions for the 1927 summer camp season were scheduled to 

be held at Camp Ten Suns beginning on June 23. No records exist to confirm that 

summer camp was actually conducted. Financial circumstances suggest that it was not. A 
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camping summary included with the 1930 council charter, however, indicated that 30 

Scouts attended a long-term summer camp in 1927. The yearend council membership for 

1927 reflected only 106 Scouts, and conducting a summer camp session for such a small 

pool of potential campers suggest that that a camp was not conducted by the Dubuque 

Council.  

 

 
Figure. Stationary from Camp Ten Suns  
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Boy Scouts May Disband 

The title of the October 18, 1927 Telegraph Herald article announcing the resignation of 

Scout Executive Robert H. Evans was “Boy Scouts May Be Disbanded here”. Lack of 

financial support from the public made council operations impossible to continue.  

 

A farewell dinner for Evans was paid for by members of the Dubuque Council. At the 

luncheon, however, Evans stated that the council was in better financial condition than it 

was three years ago, when he arrived. He also said that the council had 12 active troops, 

and three more could be active with improved leadership.   

 

Without a paid Scout Executive and minimal finances, the Boy Scout organization in the 

Dubuque area struggled. On February 8, 1928, the Dubuque Council Executive 

Committee invited members of civic organizations, churches, and any other interested 

individuals to a meeting to decide the fate of the Boy Scouts of America in Dubuque.  

 

The executive committee in attendance at this meeting was William Brown, A. C. 

Buettell, Henry Wilberding, Charles Cretzmeyer, and Dale Welch. After the financial 

picture of the Dubuque Council was presented, the message from the executive 

committee was clear.   

 

The Boy Scout council needed a commitment from all of the groups represented to 

provide manpower that would canvas the city and solicit funds. Welch indicated to the 

group that individual endorsements from the various groups present were not negotiable. 

The Boy Scout council in Dubuque had existed for 12 years. Should the local council 

dissolve, it would take years to erase this image. For the Boy Scout organization to 

survive in Dubuque, definite support was needed from all groups present. 

 

None of the attendees that represented their civic organizations could commit for their 

groups, but all were in favor of soliciting the help that Welch and the other committee 

members requested. Representatives that attended this “disband or continue,” open-

invitation meeting were: 

  

Don Sheldon American Legion 

Herbert Hoffman Elks 

James Lonergan Knights of Columbus 

Dr. Pahlas Kiwanis 

B. A. Ruegnitz Lions Club 

Charles Landon Retail Merchants Bureau 

Clyde Russell Rotarians and Spanish American War Veterans 

John T. Quinn Trade and Labor Congress 

 

The Scout executive committee heard what they needed to hear. In spite of not having a 

paid Scout Executive for the past several months to coordinate and facilitate 

organizational efforts locally, the Dubuque Council had survived. Civic groups were to 

report back to the Dubuque Council at a February 23 follow-up meeting.  

 

This follow-up meeting was attended not only by more representatives from the civic 

organizations, but also by Associate Regional Scout Executive Paul Love. This time, the 



 

Paul Lewis Page 34 1/7/2016 

 

representatives did bring a firm commitment from their civic groups.  Dr. Charles E. 

Loizeaux, representing the Elks, accepted the assignment as general chairman of the fund 

drive.  
 

Paul Love also indicated that as the Dubuque Council is reorganized, the scope of Scout 

work would be enlarged. Nationally, the Boy Scouts are encouraging councils in larger 

cities to promote and foster Scouting in smaller cities. The Dubuque Council will be 

asked, for example, to include troops from Dubuque, Delaware, Allamakee, and Clayton 

counties as part of their charter. The troops would be self-supporting, but would look to 

the Dubuque Council for guidance and supervision.  

 

Until Harold H. Baker arrived as the new Scout Executive on April 2, local officials 

credit William Courtade with making sure that all 11 of the active troops maintained their 

Scouting involvement. During this 5-month gap when the Council had no Scout 

Executive, Courtade volunteered his time to assume, as much as possible, the program-

related activities that were typically done by a Scout executive.  

Girl Scouts 

While the Boy Scout Council faced financial difficulties in order to survive during its 

10th anniversary as a council, the movement was father ahead locally than the Girl 

Scouts. The April 13, 1924 Telegraph Herald had a front page picture of Dubuque's first 

Girl Scout troop. The photo included 17 members of Troop 1, all in full uniform. 

Maybelle Weitz was identified as the troop organizer, and Anita Wiedner was the chair 

person. It would not be until 1934, however, when council-wide organizational efforts 

were successful in helping to expand the Girl Scouts in the Dubuque area.  

Harold H. Baker Arrives as Scout Executive 

When Harold H. Baker arrived on April 2, 1928, he became the council’s 4
th

 Scout 

Executive in 11 years. The Dubuque Council had a recent history of financial difficulties 

when Baker arrived. Fortunately, soon after Baker arrived he and volunteer council 

leaders did enjoy renewed commitment from community leaders. Little could this new 

Scout Executive know that in a few months, the council would own its first permanent 

Scout camp.  

The First Permanent Scout Camp 

During the summer of 1928, J. Harold Wallis and John Rider Wallis gave 28 2/3 acres of 

land near Durango to the Dubuque Council for use as a permanent Boy Scout camp. 

Several groups helped to prepare the site in time for holding summer camp during for the 

year.  

 

Thanks to the efforts of Fred Leiser, president of the Mississippi Valley baseball league, 

the Dubuque team played an exhibition game against Waterloo. The teams contributed all 

admission fees to the fund for the new Boy Scout camp.  

 

On June 30, 1928, the Dubuque Union of Carpenters met at the new Scout camp near 

Durango. As their contribution to the Boy Scouts for 1928, union members built a cabin 

for this permanent site for the Scouts. The water system was donated thanks to the efforts 

of James Lundon and the plumbers union. William Yokom contributed the fireplace.  
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Figure. Entrance to Camp Burton  

 

 

 
Figure. Construction on the cabin during 1928. 
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Figure. 1928 First session campers 

 

 
Figure. 1928 Second session campers  

 

A total of 66 Scouts attended the new Scout camp as part of the three, 1-week sessions 

during the summer of 1928.  
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Figure. Camp Burton nature study in 1928  

 

A 3-day Christmas camp was held at the Scout camp during Christmas break in 1928. 

Council officials considered it the first step in its efforts to promote year-round camping, 

with a special emphasis on winter camping.  

 

In 1929, plans for further development of the camp continued. By June, the main cabin 

had nearly been completed. Two of the smaller “sleeping cabins” had been completed. 

The cabins were financed by proceeds raised last year from a baseball game between 

members of the Dubuque Kiwanis and Rotary clubs. The Kiwanis and Rotary clubs held 

a “sports program” to raise funds for the camp in 1929. Instead of competing in just one 

baseball game, members from each club would compete in a horseshoe pitching contest, 

a golf tournament, and finally a picnic on June 27 to wrap up the activities.  
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Figure. Director's cabin at Camp Burton. It's one of two sleeping cabins, donated 

by the Kiwanis and Rotary clubs.  

 

1929 was also the first year that emblems were marked on the Scout’s belts to indicate 

honors earned while at camp.  

 

A 4-day winter camp was offered from December 27-30, 1929 to Scouts who were at 

least First Class. This event had previously been held at the cabin near Durango, and was 

open to all Scouts. Any First Class Scout was able to participate. 
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Figure. Attendees at Camp Burton dedication ceremony. 

 

Over 500 visitors attended the August 4, 1929 dedication ceremony for Camp Burton. 

The camp was officially named Camp Burton in honor of John Burton, an early pioneer 

of the area who once owned the land that is now a Scout camp. John Rider Wallis and J. 

H. Wallis, grandsons of John Burton, presented the deed to Dr. Charles E. Loizeaux, 

president of the Dubuque Area Council.   

 

 

 
Figure. Troop 12 hike in Downtown Dubuque during January of 1929  
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Lone Scouts  

O. H. Benson, director of the Lone Scout division of the Boy Scouts of America, was in 

Dubuque during March, 1927 to speak on this division of the Boy Scout program. Benson 

returned to Iowa in 1928 for an August 7 Scout rally at the fairgrounds in Manchester. A 

crowd estimated at 350 watched the 75 Scouts from Manchester, Winthrop, Delhi, and 

Independence compete in various events in the morning. Scouts from Independence, 

Iowa won many of the contests, including one Scout who won the pole vault contest with 

a jump of 8 feet, 3 inches.  

 

Afternoon activities began with an address by Robert Chapel of Manchester. Scout 

Executive Harold Baker then told of plans to make the Dubuque Council an “area” 

council that would include four counties. O. H. Benson then spoke about the Lone Scout 

division of the Boy Scouts of America, and how it was a deterrent to crime. 

 

A Lone Scout from Manchester, Robert Chapel, was selected as “outstanding Scout in the 

state of Iowa” in 1929 and received a free, 2-week trip to Des Moines to participate in the 

Iowa State Fair. He represented the Lone Scout division for the Boy Scouts while at the 

Iowa State Fair.   

 

Most boys became Lone Scouts because they lived in rural areas where there was no 

troop. That was not the case for Robert Martin from Dubuque. He wanted to join a Boy 

Scout troop. Because he was an African-American, some parents threatened to pull their 

boys from the troop if Martin was allowed to join their son’s troop. Martin was 

determined, however, and decided to participate in the program as a Lone Scout.   

 

This Lone Scout would become First Lieutenant Robert Martin, a World War II fighter 

pilot and a member of the first African-American fighter group known as the Tuskegee 

Airmen. He would fly 63 missions before being shot down. Sympathetic Yugoslavians 

hid Martin before the Germans could capture him. After six weeks, he returned to his 

unit. 

 

Martin was later awarded the Air Medal with several Oak Leaf Clusters, the 

Distinguished Flying Cross, and a Purple Heart.    

Scout Heroism  

At the December 21, 1928 Court of Honor, a Certificate of Heroism was presented on 

behalf of Daniel Beard and the National Court of Honor to Scout George Eichhorn from 

Troop 5. Eichhorn, who was 14 when the incident occurred on July 19, saved the life of 

Carl Hocking. Hocking’s clothes had caught fire during an explosion at the Schumaker 

Tire Company, located at 20
th

 and Central Ave. in Dubuque. Eichhorn pushed Hocking to 

the ground and rolled him into a ditch full of water until the flames were extinguished. 

Eichhorn then carried Hocking, age 15, to the nearest drug store where first aid was 

given.   
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Figure February 10, 1927 Lone Scout news. Lone Scout receives gold honor 

medal  
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Northeastern Iowa Boy Scout Exposition  

The 10
th

 Annual Boy Scout Roundup was held in June of 1929 on the campus of the 

Upper Iowa University in Fayette. The 152 Scouts in attendance were from troops in 11 

different towns.  The troops from Monona and McGregor represented the Dubuque Area 

Council. 

  

Like the previous year, the McGregor troop won the large, silver UIU trophy cup for 

winning the most points in the Scout activities. Activities the troops competed in included 

knot tying, semaphore signaling, Morse code signaling, troop inspection, troop 

maneuvers, bugling, wood chopping,  archery, rescue race, parade review, fire by flint, 

water boiling, and wall scaling. 

 

Competition, demonstration, and entertainment served as the “cement” to what organizers 

considered as a friendship project. The Scoutmaster of the Fayette troop, Reverend John 

D. Clinton, was on hand and served as official host. Clinton helped organize the first 

event 10 years earlier while he lived in Waverly. Scout Executive Harold Baker from the 

Dubuque Area Council served as chief judge throughout the weekend.  

 

 
Figure. Dubuque Scouts at the1928 Northeastern Iowa Boy Scout Exposition The 

event first began in 1920 with 186 Scouts from 15 Scout troops.   

 

Fayette was too far for Dubuque area Scouts to travel, but Iowa City apparently was not. 

With 157 Boy Scouts, and 25 adult leaders, a caravan of 32 cars left Dubuque on 

Saturday, October 6, 1929 for the Iowa Scout Day Rally in Iowa City.  

 

The Dubuque Area Council had the largest representation of any council in the state. The 

caravan increased the council’s representation to a final total of 365 as additional Scouts 

joined along the way from Epworth, Cascade, Manchester, and Hopkinton. After 

marching in a parade from the Memorial Union in Iowa City to the football stadium, the 

Scouts watched the game between Iowa and Monmouth before returning home.   


